
Page 1 of 20 

 

Newspaper Clips 
       July 27, 2014 

 



Page 2 of 20 

 

 



Page 3 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 6 of 20 

 

 



Page 7 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 8 of 20 

 

IITs plan to fast-track degrees with credit system from 2016 

Somdatta Basu, TNN | Jul 27, 2014, 01.10AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/entrance-exams/IITs-plan-to-fast-track-degrees-with-

credit-system-from-2016/articleshow/39072062.cms 

KHARAGPUR: Two years from now, an IITian will be able to get his BTech degree in three-and-a-half years instead of 
four, thanks to a new credit scores system.  
 
The country's premier tech institution will switch to credit scores from the 2016-17 academic session, replacing the 
standard four-year course, IIT-Kharagpur director Partha Pratim Chakrabarti announced during the 60th convocation on 
Saturday. Emulating the US system, all IITs plan to give their students a flexible time frame to complete the BTech 
programme.  
 
Under the new system, students have to accumulate a stipulated number of credits, including class lecture, laboratory, 
workshop and field work. They will be free to decide how much time they need to complete it. This means slow learners 
have eight years to do it — a huge relief for those driven to desperation, even suicide, for failing to match their peers.  

The fastest learners will earn 176 to 182 credits spread over a minimum seven semesters. "A student who finishes seven 

semesters in three-and-a-half years will have the scope for enriching his academic career by doing something on his own 

in the last six months. It could be an entrepreneurship venture or a start-up. While IIT will award him the degree at the 

convocation, the student will get a provisional marksheet at the end of three-and-a-half years to take up a job," the IIT-

Kgp director said. 

 

Chakrabarti said the credits system will be rolled out in phases. "We have already introduced the international summer-

winter programme. Some more steps have to be taken before a complete switchover to credits," said dean of 

undergraduate studies Rajendra Singh. 

The system is inspired by the evaluation pattern of top-notch technology institutes like MIT, Stanford and Harvard, said 

dean of alumni affairs and international relations, Siddhartha Mukhopadhyay. "We are customizing their system with 

ours," he added. The international summer-winter programme blueprint will be presented to President Pranab 

Mukherjee on August 22.  

 

IIT-Kharagpur is also mulling inter-IIT mobility once the uniform credit code is introduced across institutes. "Every IIT has 

its own centres of excellence. A student should be allowed to go and spend a semester or two at one of his preferred 

IITs. The credits earned by him during his stay will be exchanged. Though he will get the degree from the IIT where he is 

enrolled, the credits earned in any other IIT will be added to his marksheet," Chakrabarti said. He has already held 

discussions with the IITs in Guwahati, Kanpur and Mumbai on this.  

 

The institute is introducing several courses funded by the alumni. "The MN Farooqi Innovation Centre will be built with 

$1 million donated by HPL co-founder Arjun Malhotra. Gopal Rajgaria has donated Rs 10 crore for an International 

Programme. Ashok De Sarkar, Ruma De Sarkar and Samir De Sarkar have given $1 million to set up a centre for 

excellence in petroleum. They will also fund the visit of two Nobel laureates every year to the campus," the director 

announced.  

 

In his convocation speech, Bharat Ratna C N R Rao urged IIT graduates to stay back in the country. "Whatever I have 

done in science and whatever recognition I have received is by staying in India. If a high percentage of graduates from 

IITs serve the country then India would be so different," Rao said. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Somdatta-Basu.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/entrance-exams/IITs-plan-to-fast-track-degrees-with-credit-system-from-2016/articleshow/39072062.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/entrance-exams/IITs-plan-to-fast-track-degrees-with-credit-system-from-2016/articleshow/39072062.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Harvard-University
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IIT-Hyderabad is on right path, says its Director 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/iithyderabad-is-on-right-path-says-its-

director/article6255052.ece  

The faculty and students of the institute are involved in many projects including Rs. 90-

crore sponsored research’. There are certain feelings attached to the old IIT’s but even 

they took a couple of decades to reach this stage. The fact is youngsters in India need 

excellent education. 

The IIT Hyderabad has created a niche for itself among the new IITs started in the country with focus on 

research. A recent study has revealed that IIT Hyderabad was the best in research rated nine on the h-index that 

measures the impact of a scientific research publication of an institution or individual. The assessment revealed 

that research from IIT-H had been cited 535 times. The institute now being housed in the Ordinance Factory in 

Yeddu Mailaram will soon move into its newly-built campus at Kandi, near Sangareddy. The Director of IIT-

Hyderabad, U.B. Desai, tells RAHUL DEVULAPALLI that the progress of the institute is on the right path. 

There is an argument that the standards of new IIT’s are not on par with the old ones like IIT- Bombay, 

IIT- Ahmedabad and others. What is your observation 

I don’t believe in it. New IIT’s are doing good work and have good faculty. We need to give time to the new 

IIT’s to improve further. There are certain feelings attached to the old IIT’s but even they took a couple of 

decades to reach this stage. The fact is youngsters in India need excellent education. 

Talk about IIT-Hyderabad and the infrastructure there 

We have close to 1,600 students including 400 Ph.D students and the numbers reveal the importance given to 

research. In fact, IITs have to focus on research as they are not just institutions giving engineering degrees.  

We have a good faculty and all the facilities.  

We will shift to our new campus after the convocation in August. 

Can you provide details regarding the research projects at IIT-Hyderabad 

The faculty and students of the institute are involved in many projects including Rs. 90-crore sponsored 

research and Rs. 10 crore sponsored industrial research. One of the important projects is Cyber Physical 

Systems and others are in the field of healthcare and robotics. We are awaiting other mega projects too. 

You are leading the Indian team of researchers in the Indo-Japanese project related to earthquakes and 

natural disasters. Was there any research done on Hyderabad region and if yes, any outcome of this work 

Hyderabad is a very safe region as it is on the vegetative Deccan plateau. We have put sensors at certain points, 

but no major seismic activity was recorded. 

The IIT Hyderabad has created a niche for itself among the new IITs started in the country with focus on research. A 

recent study has revealed that IIT Hyderabad was the best in research rated nine on the h-index that measures the 

impact of a scientific research publication of an institution or individual. The assessment revealed that research from IIT-

H had been cited 535 times. The institute now being housed in the Ordinance Factory in Yeddu Mailaram will soon move 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/iithyderabad-is-on-right-path-says-its-director/article6255052.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/iithyderabad-is-on-right-path-says-its-director/article6255052.ece
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into its newly-built campus at Kandi, near Sangareddy. The Director of IIT-Hyderabad, U.B. Desai, tells RAHUL 

DEVULAPALLI that the progress of the institute is on the right path.  

There is an argument that the standards of new IIT’s are not on par with the old ones like IIT- Bombay, IIT- 

Ahmedabad and others. What is your observation  

I don’t believe in it. New IIT’s are doing good work and have good faculty. We need to give time to the new 

IIT’s to improve further. There are certain feelings attached to the old IIT’s but even they took a couple of 

decades to reach this stage. The fact is youngsters in India need excellent education.  

Talk about IIT-Hyderabad and the infrastructure there  

We have close to 1,600 students including 400 Ph.D students and the numbers reveal the importance given to 

research. In fact, IITs have to focus on research as they are not just institutions giving engineering degrees.  

We have a good faculty and all the facilities.  

We will shift to our new campus after the convocation in August.  

Can you provide details regarding the research projects at IIT-Hyderabad  

The faculty and students of the institute are involved in many projects including Rs. 90-crore sponsored 

research and Rs. 10 crore sponsored industrial research. One of the important projects is Cyber Physical 

Systems and others are in the field of healthcare and robotics. We are awaiting other mega projects too.  

You are leading the Indian team of researchers in the Indo-Japanese project related to earthquakes and natural 

disasters. Was there any research done on Hyderabad region and if yes, any outcome of this work  

Hyderabad is a very safe region as it is on the vegetative Deccan plateau. We have put sensors at certain points, 

but no major seismic activity was recorded.  

Tata grant to IISc materialises five years after promise 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/422235/tata-grant-iisc-materialises-five.html 

Bangalore, Prashanth G N, July 27, 2014, DHNS: 

Rs 75 crore fund for research on Alzheimer's disease 

In line with industrialist Ratan Tata’s promise in the centenary year of IISc, 2009, that the Tatas would 

fund research with practical benefits and make a substantial grant to IISc, the Tata Trusts have extended 

a Rs 75 crore grant to IISc for research on Alzheimer’s disease.  

 

IISc’s Centre for Neuroscience (CNS) will conduct a study to enable early diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and 

develop appropriate treatment. The origin, rise and spread of the disease will be mapped. 

 

The grant has come five years after the announcement owing to the difference in perception then, on areas to be 

researched between IISc and the Tatas. In 2009 and 2010, Ratan Tata on different occasions had said that the 

Tatas would support new research to mark the centenary of the Institute. But he had also specified that IISc 

needed to do more than what it had done so far.  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/422235/tata-grant-iisc-materialises-five.html
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Tata’s expectations 

At a meeting of the Court, the highest decision making body of IISc, Tata had said, “If I look back on what I 

have been trying to say in a very polite and in a very careful manner, it has been my perception that this 

institute, which is a great institute, has not perhaps changed as much as one would like to see. I have mentioned 

that we should perhaps be looking at greater change, research of greater global relevance and I have used my 

words carefully.” 

 

He had added, “I urge that all of us work together to make this possible in its true form where this institute not 

only files major number of patents compared to what it did before, not only pursues technical excitement or 

scientific excitement, but actually contributes to a new way of life both in India and elsewhere.” 

 

He had also said that they had to ask themselves as any good institute would, if what they were doing was good 

and relevant enough and how they could improve. 

 

The greatest danger we have or anyone has in any congregation is to say that we are at the pinnacle of where we 

can be and we can do no better, he said. 

 

Practical benefits 

 

Then again in a March 2011 meeting at IISc, Tata had said that the research must connect with the masses and 

have utilitarian value. Referring to the tsunami, he had suggested that research by institutes like IISc should be 

able to devise robust products that could help people during such crises. Tata wanted practical research with 

practical benefits. 

 

In May 2011, difference in perception on research topics between IISc and Tatas had surfaced. IISc broadly 

proposed chemical biology, mathematics, energy and materials sciences. 

 

The Tatas indicated interest in energy, materials and chemical biology, but, Mathematics didn’t excite them. 

 

The Tatas and IISc spent a good deal of time discussing research on specific areas or on a series of areas - 

whether research should be specific or diffuse.  

 

In a course of five years and several discussions on areas that needed to be researched, the Tatas finally decided 

that it would fund and support a specific issue - researching Alzheimer’s, so as to be able to work out early 

diagnosis and prevent its rise and spread. The decision was not taken earlier because there was no convergence 

of interests.  

 

IISc director Prof P Balaram had then echoed Tata's sentiments on research. “Tata raised a general issue — 

where each one asks oneself whether one is doing as well as one should, whether institutions in general are 

doing as well as they should. 

 

He said we could and will do a lot better.” Prof Balaram had said that the grant would come but that it could 

take time because of difference in perception areas of research to be funded.  

 

Keen interest 
 

The IISc director had said that the Tatas were keen on setting up a large research centre and facility at IISc and 

wanted it to be fresh, fruitful and cutting-edge, bring in new research. 

 

He had added, “A lot of people and many aspirations have to be satisfied by this grant. Everyone taking a 
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decision on the grant will have to feel confident the right areas have been chosen. I'm sure it'll be worth the wait 

in the end.” 

IIM Ranchi professor accused of sexually harassing colleague 

Alok K N Mishra,TNN | Jul 27, 2014, 02.21 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/IIM-Ranchi-professor-accused-of-sexually-harassing-

colleague/articleshow/39105953.cms 

RANCHI: A core faculty member at the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) in Ranchi has been accused by a woman 

colleague of sexual harassment.  

 

The victim, also a faculty member, lodged an FIR with Kotwali police station on Friday and police have launched a probe 

into the allegations.  

 

The victim claimed that she had recently also lodged a complaint with IIM Ranchi management.  

 

Ranchi city SP Anoop Birthary said: "The woman has lodged an FIR against one Sasadhar Bera, faculty member of IIM 

Ranchi. She has claimed that he has been making sexually explicit comments against her for the last two months." 

Birthary said.  

 

Officer-in-charge of Kotwali police station Arvind Sinha said police have registered a case against Sasadhar Bera under 

Indian Penal Code section 354 (assault or criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty) and 509 (word, 

gesture or act intended to outrage the modesty of a woman).  

 

If the allegations are found to be true under these sections, the accused faculty member would be punished with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both, said a police officer.  

 

According to the institute's website, Sasadhar Bera is a member of IIM Ranchi core faculty and works in the area of 

operations management. IIM Ranchi director Binay Bhushan Chakrabarti said he has not received any information about 

this yet. "No police official has approached us so far. I am in Kolkata. The woman has never approached the 

management (of IIM, Ranchi) about any such issues. We strictly follow Vishakha Guidelines and also have the a 

committee against sexual harassment but the woman has also not approached it," said Chakrabarti.  

 

Bera could not be contacted for his comments. He is yet to reply to an email sent on his official email ID by TOI.  

 

Kotwali police station has given the job of investigation in this case to a sub inspector rank official Meera Singh. "The 

team led by Meera Singh had gone to the institute on Saturday, but neither the accused nor the complainant could be 

found. We are in the process of investigation and it would not be proper to divulge any more information right now," 

said Sinha.  

 

"The victim has claimed that she had made a complain to the management of the institute. We will ask the management 

what actions has it taken in this case. If we find the allegations to be true the accused professor would be arrested," said 

Birthary.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Alok-K-N-Mishra.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/IIM-Ranchi-professor-accused-of-sexually-harassing-colleague/articleshow/39105953.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/IIM-Ranchi-professor-accused-of-sexually-harassing-colleague/articleshow/39105953.cms


Page 17 of 20 

 

Jharkhand Women's Commission chief Mahua Manjhi said the commission would take suo-moto action in this case. "No 

one has approached us so far in this case. But we will initiate an investigation into this case on Monday," said Manjhi. 

Kalam visits IIM Shillong as guest faculty 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/on-campus/kalam-visits-iim-shillong-as-guest-

faculty/article6254503.ece 

New Delhi, July 27:    

"I want to see all of you as the creative leaders to bring about the required change, said APJ Abdul Kalam, 

former President of India, addressing students of IIM Shillong on July 24.  

Kalam was at IIM Shillong for a course on the 'Dimensions of National Development'.  

During his session with the students he talked about the challenges that our country and the world is facing at 

large and emphasised the role of leadership to tackle these issues and develop possible solutions.  

He also talked about the concept of PURA (Providing Urban Amenities to Rural Areas) which focuses on rural 

development by providing opportunities through cooperative working of resource and social entrepreneur. This 

would enable our country to grow by shared efforts and overcome the challenges faced by the society.  

Kalam charted out the link between creative leadership & economic development. He emphasised the 

importance of the role that change in leadership would play for ensuring the success in future. He also stressed 

the role of integrity among leaders for sustained success and development of the society.  

The former president also met faculty members of IIM Shillong to discuss the role of academicians in 

promoting creative leadership among the students for betterment of the society in future.  

This is the second time IIM Shillong is hosting Kalam as a guest faculty.  

S'pore PM to interact with IIM Alumni and Indian 

businessmen 

Press Trust of India  |  Singapore   

July 26, 2014 Last Updated at 15:29 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-

businessmen-114072600675_1.html 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong will interact and discuss business opportunities in India with alumni of the Indian 

Institute of Management (IIMs) and Indians heading global corporations at an international conference to be held here 

next month.  

 

"Prime Minister Lee will be the guest of honour and deliver a key note address as well as interact with delegates," said 

Sanjiv Aiyar, President of the Pan IIM Alumni Association of Singapore (PIIMA), the organisers of the conference.  

Deputy Prime Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam and the second Minister for Trade  and Industry S Iswaran will 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/on-campus/kalam-visits-iim-shillong-as-guest-faculty/article6254503.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/on-campus/kalam-visits-iim-shillong-as-guest-faculty/article6254503.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-businessmen-114072600675_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-businessmen-114072600675_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=India
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iim
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-businessmen-114072600675_1.html
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be hosting segments of the conference, IIMPACT 2014, to be held on August 22 and 23.  

 

Indian business leaders would also be addressing some 1,000 delegates at the conference, backed by Singapore's 

trade  promotion agencies.  

 

The IIMPACT 2014 will also underline the growing importance of Singapore for India and global Indian business leaders.  

 

There are about 6,000 Indian companies registered in Singapore. These companies can be used as a gateway to the East 

Asian markets  under the "Look East" policy, said Piyush Gupta, chairman of the PIIMA Advisory Council and Chief 

Executive of DBS Bank of Singapore.  

 

The "Look East" policy represents India's efforts to cultivate extensive economic and strategic relations with the nations 

of Southeast Asia.  

 

"I have seen the profile of Indian companies changing in Singapore. I have seen a large number of regional hubs, 

treasury centres, family wealth and family-owned businesses shifting to Singapore. That shift in the profile of the kind of 

businesses engaged in Singapore is important," he said.  

 

Likewise, Singapore companies are looking at India as "a massive market  for opportunities, especially the large 

scale infrastructure development".  

 

"From the Singapore stand point, India is a massive market. It is not only for Singapore companies but other companies 

domiciled outside Singapore," he said.  

 

The conference, second after one held in April last year, is an ongoing initiative of the IIM Alumni to bring the global 

businesses of India and Asia together to drive the economic growth. 

UGC seeks more time from SC to submit report on varsities 

New Delhi, July 25, 2014, DHNS: 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/421884/ugc-seeks-more-time-sc.html 

With the July 31 deadline closing in, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has decided to seek more 

time from the Supreme Court to submit the report of its panel on the reassessment of 41 deemed-to-be 

varsities that are facing derecognition. 
 

In a meeting on Tuesday, the higher education regulator decided to request a two-month extension to submit its 

stand to the Human Resource Development Ministry on the fate of these varsities. 

 

The special four-member committee, headed by UGC Vice-Chairman H Devaraj, decided that it needed more 

time to come to a conclusion on the final report. It has already completed hearing the current status of all the 41 

universities in question. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-businessmen-114072600675_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-businessmen-114072600675_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/s-pore-pm-to-interact-with-iim-alumni-and-indian-businessmen-114072600675_1.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/421884/ugc-seeks-more-time-sc.html
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“The committee is now in the process of preparing its recommendations. It needs some more time to complete 

its report,” official sources from the commission said. 

 

A few months ago, the apex court had, after hearing a petition in connection with the issue, directed the higher 

education regulator to give its advice on the present status of the institutions in question to the Human Resource 

Development Ministry before July 31. 

 

The panel was tasked to reassess the fitness of the 41 varsities in terms of available physical and academic 

infrastructure, as well as academic performance and research output. According to sources, its proceedings were 

videotaped to maintain transparency. 

 

In 2009, a committee of experts had recommended de-recognition of these varsities after finding them unfit for 

the deemed-to-be university tag. 
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